
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Senate Agriculture Committee 
 

Thursday, June 14th, 2007 
9:00 a.m. 
Room 110 Farnum Building 
 

• Chairman Van Woerkom called the Committee to order at 9:05 a.m. 

• Members Present:  Van Woerkom, Gilbert, Birkholz, Gleason and Whitmer 

• Sen. Gilbert moved to approve the minutes for May 31st.  His motion was supported by 

Sen. Birkholz and was approved unanimously.  

• Chairman Van Woerkom explained that the committee would be taking up the CAFO 

package of bills and that SB 401 had been pulled from the agenda.  He noted their were 

substitutes for all the bills.      

• The committee clerk, Jeff Cobb, explained the changes in Senate Bills 503 and 504. 

• Sen. Birkholz explained the changes in Senate Bills 501 and 502 

• Kendra Butters from Sen. Brown’s office explained the changes in Senate Bills 447 and 

448.   

• Lynn Henning from Environmentally Concerned Citizens of South Central Michigan 

testified in opposition to the package because she lives near a CAFO and has seen the 

damage they do to communities. 

• James Clift from the Michigan Environmental Council testified in opposition to the 

package because the regulations in the bill were ineffective to protect the environment.   

• Gretchen Harrison from Alma testified in opposition to the package because it would 

allow CAFOs to operate too close to residencies.    

• Lois Ramsey from Environmentally Concerned Citizens Organization testified in 

opposition to the package because it would allow large farms to continue polluting.   



• Brenda Kline from Alma testified in opposition to the package because the changes in the 

bill would weaken state regulations over CAFOs.   

• Beverly Wolf from Waterford testified in opposition to the package.  She read a letter 

from Peter Travis who was too ill to attend the hearing.   Mr. Travis opposed the package 

because he had suffered severe health effects from living near a CAFO. 

• Phil Lombard from Ferndale testified in opposition to the package because it restricted 

citizens complaints and because will not protect air and water quality.   

• Elaine Fink from East Lansing testified in opposition to the package because she was 

concerned that the MAEAP program was not sufficient to regulate CAFOs.   

• Gayle Miller from the Sierra Club testified in opposition to the package because the bills 

fall short of creating strong enough regulations for CAFOs and there was lack of funding 

to enforce the bills.   

• Edward Lorenz from Alma testified in opposition to package because the bills weaken 

state regulations over large CAFOs.   

• Anne Woiwode from Sierra Club testified in opposition to the package and specifically 

SB 502.  She was concerned that citizens who file complaints would be harassed by the 

CAFO owners.     

• Chairman Van Woerkom recessed the committee meeting at 10:03 a.m. so the members 

could attend Senate session. 

• Chairman Van Woerkom reconvened the meeting at 12:12 p.m. 

• Rich Powers and Carol Linteau from DEQ testified in opposition to the package.  They 

did not think the changes that were made in the substitutes improved the bills and in fact 

suggested they made the bills worse.   

• Wayne Wood and Matt Smego from Michigan Farm Bureau testified in support of the 

package and explained that much of the previous testimony was erroneous.  They 

believed that the bills would provide greater regulation over CAFOs than what currently 

exists.   

• Ken Nobis from the Michigan Milk Producers testified in support of the package.  He 

supports the MAEAP program and wants farmers to have the option to use MAEAP 

instead of a permit.   

• The following turned in cards opposing the package but did not wish to speak: 



Kim Pargezz from Environment Michigan 

Shirley Kallio from Rockford 

Victoria Campbell-Arvai from Sierra Club 

Nellie Emery from Sierra Club 

Mary Jo Kline from Environmentally concerns Citizens Organizations 

Marilyn Lorenz from Alma 

Steve Rall from Lansing 

Brian Beauchamp from the Michigan League of Conservation Voters 

Jack Schmitt from Kalamazoo 

Connie Kaeo from Alma 

Dorothy Nordness from Sierra Club 

Jim Schultz from East Lansing 

Mike Keeler from Flint 

Sarah Popp from Sierra Club 

Jeff Van Nortwick from Battle Creek 

Richard Khozmar from Sierra Club 

Carmen Kaiser from Environmentally Concerned Citizens of South Central Michigan 

Allison Miller from Ithaca 

• The following turned in cards supporting the package but did not wish to speak: 

Gale Loew from Byron Center 

John Kran from Zeeland 

Robert Kran from Michigan Milk Producers 

Nancy Szikszay from Genesee County Farm Bureau 

Sam Hines from the Michigan Pork Producers 

David Wronski from Farm Bureau 

James Domagalski from Farm Bureau 

Michael A. Yancho, Sr. from Trim Pines Farms 

Betsy Atherton from the Michigan Corn Growers Associaton 

Larry Julian from Julian-Vail 

Jim Hayes from Farm Bureau 

Travis Fahley from St. Clair County Farm Bureau 



Earl Collier from Farm Bureau 

Mary Kelpinski from Michigan Pork Producers 

Harley and Rick Sietsema from Sietsema Farms 

Daniel Javor from Bordock Hill Dairy 

Gary Trimner from Michigan Milk Producers 

Carrie Vollmer-Sanders from Michigan Farm Bureau 

Kathleen Hawkins from Michigan Cattlemen’s Association 

• Senator Gilbert moved to adopt the S-2 substitute for SB 447.  His motion was supported 

by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to adopt the Van Woerkom amendment for SB 447.  His motion 

was supported by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to report SB 447 with favorable recommendation.  His motion 

was supported by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to give SB 447 immediate effect.  His motion was supported by 

Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to adopt the S-3 substitute for SB 448.  His motion was supported 

by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to adopt the Van Woerkom amendment for SB 448.  His motion 

was supported by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 



• Senator Gilbert moved to adopt the Birkholz amendment for SB 448.  His motion was 

supported by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert, Birkholz, Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to report SB 448 with favorable recommendation.  His motion 

was supported by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to give SB 448 immediate effect.  His motion was supported by 

Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to adopt the S-3 substitute for SB 504.  His motion was supported 

by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to adopt the Van Woerkom amendment for SB 504.  His motion 

was supported by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to report SB 504 with favorable recommendation.  His motion 

was supported by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to give SB 504 immediate effect.  His motion was supported by 

Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to adopt the S-2 substitute for SB 501.  His motion was supported 

by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 



• Senator Gilbert moved to report SB 501 with favorable recommendation.  His motion 

was supported by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to give SB 501 immediate effect.  His motion was supported by 

Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to adopt the S-1 substitute for SB 502.  His motion was supported 

by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to report SB 502 with favorable recommendation.  His motion 

was supported by Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Senator Gilbert moved to give SB 502 immediate effect.  His motion was supported by 

Senator Birkholz and was approved by the following vote: 

Yeas: Van Woerkom, Gilbert and Birkholz 

Neas: Gleason and Whitmer 

• Sen. Gilbert motioned to adjourn the meeting. 

• With no more business before the committee Chairman Van Woerkom adjourned the 

meeting at 1:35 p.m. 


